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solution of tincture of iodine injected, and retained as formerly described. 
In order to ascertain whether it was by mere stimulation, or by any specific 
action that the cure by the tincture of iodine was effected Mr. M. had ten cases 
treated with a common urethra syringeful of undiluted Port wine, and one with, 
diluted tincture of lyttaj, in the same proportion as that of iodine, viz. two 
drachms to six of water:—of this two drachms were injected and retained ; the 
pain during twenty-four hours was excessive, Mr. Martin states, and the inflam¬ 
mation, though not proportionate to the pain was much longer in subsiding than 
when the tincture of iodine solution was used:—this was also remarkably apparent 
in the cases treated with the undiluted Port wine. 

Of all the cases treated (766) Mr. Martin says, only two cases of failure* 
have as yet presented themselves at the Native Hospital, and one of these had 
elephantiasis of the leg, with similar thickening of the scrotum, and in him the 
injection caused no pain; but a second operation wherein the pain was acute 
succeeded.— Quarterly Journ. of the Calcutta Med. and Phys. Soc. Jan. 1837. 

41. Fracture of the Fibula without malposition of the foot. —Fractures of the 

lower third of the fibula do not always occasion malposition of the foot. Three 
cases have been admitted this year into the Hopital de la Pitie, demonstrative 
of this fact. The subject of one was a man who fell his own height only. He 
was immediately deprived of the power to walk, and was taken to la Pitie. He 
was carefully examined by M. Lisfranc, who was unable to decide whether there 
was a simple sprain or a fracture of the fibula. The examination was daily 
repeated with the same result; and it was not until the ninth day that M. Lis¬ 
franc ascertained that there really was a fracture of the fibula. There was 
no displacement and no malposition of the foot.— Bull. Gen. de Therapeutique. 
Aug. 1838. ' 

42. Fracture of the Thigh-bone—defective union with distortion at the end, of six 
months—subsequent recovery .—The following case, related by Prof. Syme, in the 
Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal for Oct. last, is interesting as showing 
the length of time after the occurrence of fracture, at which art may sometimes 
interfere wite advantage; indeed, so long as osseous union is not effected, there 
is room for beneficial practice. 

“ John Porteous, aged 27, had his right thigh-bone fractured about a third 
distance from the lower end of the shaft. He was treated by means of the long 
splint, under the care of a most intelligent and attentive practitioner, but proba¬ 
bly from the difficulty of managing such injuries in close beds and inconvenient 
houses of country people, osseous union did not take place, and on the 4th 
of July, nearly six months from the date of the accident, the patient was 
admitted into the hospital. 

“ I found the fractured limb nearly two inches shorter than the other. The 
thigh was swelled and bent outwards, the portions of bone forming an obtuse 
angle at the seat of injury, and motion was distinctly perceptible between the 
broken extremities, when they were subjected to three urging them in opposite 
directions. With very little prospect or hope of success, I resolved to make an 
attempt for the patient's relief, and with this view applied a cushion of hair 
over the projecting extremities of the broken bone, then placed over this a 
wooden splint long enough to extend from beyond the toes up to the false ribs, 
and secured it firmly to the leg by means of a sheet, which after repeatedly 
surrounding it, enveloped the limb. The upper end of the splint was then 
drawn towards the pelvis, aud confined to it by a broad belt, passing round 
both the one and the other. 

“ In consequence of the force thus exerted the thighbone was straightened, and 
the limbs became of equal length. The patient lay very quietly, and at the end of 
four weeks was relieved from confinement. The thigh-bone then was perfectly, 
straight, and osseous re-union seemed to have been at length effected. The 
patient now suffers no uneasiness except from stiffness of the knee-joint, conse- 

* Two more cases of failure came under the observation of Mr. Twining. 
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quent upon the long-continued extension of the limb. This defect, however, 
has not been increased since he entered the hospital, and, being only partial, 
will prbbably soon yield to warm baths and frictions. 

43. Fracture of the Pelvis from a slight fall. —M. Bouvier related to tlfe Royal 
Academy of Medicine, at their meeting of 3d July last, an example of this oc¬ 
curring in a man 71 years of age, who, having drunk more than usual, fell from 
his bed. The patient remained for three weeks unable to walk, and never after¬ 
wards walked except on crutches. No fracture could be detected during life, 
but after his death some months subsequently, there was found a simple but 
complete fracture of the pelvis across the left ilium, from the ileo-pectineal emi¬ 
nence, through the middle of the acetabulum, to the spine of the ischium. The 
portions of bone were slightly moveable; the periosteum and adjacent cellular 
tissue were thickened and indurated in the neighbourhood of the fracture; and 
below them the bone was eroded and friable in several parts. The bones of the 
pelvis, with the exception of the alteration which had evidently followed the 
fracture, did not seem to have lost any of their consistence, so that if it were 
necessary to admit a fragility of the bones consequent upon old age, the change 
is probably less in the apparent structure of the osseous tissue, than in some 
modification of its intimate nature, the cause of which is as yet unknown.— 
Bulletin de VAcad. Boy. de Med. Aug. 15, 1838. 

44. Dislocation of the Thigh-bone on the Dorsum Ilii. —Prof. Syme has suc¬ 
ceeded in effecting reduction -in two cases of this form of luxation, one of nine 
weeks, and the other of six weeks standing. The first occurred in a man 36 
years of age, of strong muscular frame; the second in a woman, 26 years of 
age, whose muscular system did not offer much resistance. In the first case, 
the patient, after losing sixteen ounces of blood, was put into the warm bath 
for an hour, a solution of tart, antim. then given, and the pullies finally ap¬ 
plied. In forty minutes, reduction was effected. 

In the second case, the patient was placed in a warm bath, and solut. tart, 
antim. administered; the pullies wexe then resorted to, and at the end of ten 
minutes, reduction was effected. In neither, was the extension maintained con¬ 
tinuously, but completely relaxed from time to time, in order to fatigue the mus¬ 
cles, and disturb the patient’s involuntary efforts to resist the exertions for their 
relief.— Edinburgh Med. and Surg. Journ. Oct. 1838. 

45. Rupture of the axillary artery—diffused aneurism—ligature of the subcla¬ 
vian—amputation at the shoulder-joint — recovery. The Edinburgh Medical and 
Surgical Journal for October last, contains the following interesting case, com¬ 
municated by Prof. James Syme. A gentleman, 23 years of age was, on the 
23d September, thrown out of his gig upon the road with great violence, and 
lighted on his left shoulder. “When taken up, he complained of pain and 
swelling in the arm-pit, and surgical assistance being immediately procured, it 
was at first thought that the humerus had been dislocated downwards. On more 
careful examination, it appeared that the bone was in its proper place, and that 
the hard tumour in the axilla, which had been mistaken for its head, depended 
on effusion of blood. The patient was kept quiet in bed, with cooling lotions 
applied to the injured part. Fora day or two the swelling increased, extending 
down the arm, and the side of the body, and attended with discoloration of the 
skin. A gradual improvement then took place in the uneasy feelings as well as 
the external appearance. But on the tenth day after the accident, a sensation of 
gushing was felt in the arm-pit, and the pain and tension suddenly became as 
great as ever. Leeches were applied, and the case again proceeded favourably 
for eight days, when another gush took place. Attacks of this kind then be¬ 
came more frequent, and at length occurred almost daily. They were always 
relieved by leeches, of which about 300 had been applied. Mr. S. found the 
arm enormously swelled by oedematous effusion, which extended to the points 
of the fingers. A large fluctuating tumour occupied the axilla, and distended 
the pectoral muscle. There was no pulse at the wrist, and not the slightest 



